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Columbia Housing Authority
What is Site-Based Housing?

The Columbia Housing Authority ’s (CHA) conventional site-based waiting list allows applicants to apply for specific housing in five categories of public housing. Eligibility for each is determined by whether or not the
applicant has met the predetermined qualifications.The qualifications for each category are detailed on the inside of this brochure.The five categories are:
     Senior Housing
     Select Housing
     Standard Housing
     Eastover Housing
     Cayce Housing
Applicants may select up to three communities or categories for which they are eligible.However,if an applicant is offered housing in one of the communities he/she selected and refuses it, that applicant will be moved to the bottom of all waiting lists he/she originally selected. Applicants are advised not to select communities in which they would not be willing to live.
For questions concerning the site-based waiting list, please contact the Applications Department at (803) 254-3886 ext.200.


CATEGORY ONE: Senior Housing
     The CHA manages three high-rise communities and two duplex communities that are solely occupied by elderly persons.

To qualify for Senior Housing:
*  Applicant(s) must be at least 50 years of age

Available housing sites:
*  Arrington Manor -2225 College Street
*  Fair Street -4403-4435 Fair Street
*  Marion Street -1930 Marion Street
*  Oak-Read -2211 Read Street
*  Spencer Place -corner of Spencer and Lorick, Cayce,SC


CATEGORY TWO: Select Housing
     Category Two housing includes brick duplex housing and single family homes built within the last 20 years. 

To qualify for Select Housing: 
*  Applicant must have a full-time job/continuous employment for at least         one year unless he/she is classified as disabled under Social Security.
*  Applicant must be willing to care for and maintain a lawn.This may                 require mowing grass,trimming shrubs,raking leaves,etc. 
*  If the applicant loses employment after being placed in Select
    Housing,he/she normally has 90 days to find other employment before
    being transferred to a Standard Housing unit.
*  Applicant may not have any charges on his/her SLED report within the
    last five years.

Available housing sites:
*  Archie Drive -116 Archie Drive/102 Flora Way
*  Arsenal Hill -701-709 Richland Street
*  Atlas Road -401-426 Fountain Lake Road
*  Congaree Vista -Blanding,Richland and Pulaski
*  Fontaine Road -301-326 Fontaine Place
*  St. Andrews -201-226 St.Andrews Terrace Road
*  Single Family Homes
*  Wheeler Hill -1520 Rice Street
*  Pinewood Terrace -6632 Satchelford Road


CATEGORY THREE: Standard Housing
     Category Three housing includes all apartments built prior to 1980. These are typically larger public housing communities. 

To qualify for Standard Housing:
If employed:
*     Applicants who have had a full-time job for less than one continuous            year,or 
*     Applicants who are full-time students with part-time jobs, or       
      applicants who have part-time jobs with child support or Social        
      Security Disability Insurance

If unemployed:
*      Applicants" who are disabled with Social Security or SSI
*      Applicants who rely on AFDC, child support or donations as the sole              source of income
*      Applicants who receive unemployment compensation

Available housing sites:
*  Allen Benedict Court - 1810 Court Plaza
*  Dorrah- Randall - Randall Avenue, Oakland Street, Dorrah Street
*  Gonzales Gardens -1505 Garden Plaza
*  Hammond Village -921 Marlboro Street
*  Latimor Manor -100 Lorick Circle


CATEGORY FOUR: Eastover Housing
      Lewis Scott Court is located in Eastover,SC,in lower Richland County. It is 25 miles from downtown Columbia.

To qualify for Eastover Housing:
*     Same as Category Three:Standard Housing

Available housing site:
*  Lewis Scott Court -Eastover,South Carolina


CATEGORY FIVE: Cayce Housing
     The CHA manages several public housing communities for the City of Cayce. Elderly housing in Cayce is available under Category One. Single family homes in Cayce are available under Category Three.The remaining housing in Cayce consists of brick duplexes built in 1985.

To qualify for Cayce Housing:
*     Same as Category Three.

Available housing sites:
*  Cayce - Goodwin Terrace, Lucas Street, Lee Street

Columbia Housing Authority
Grounds for Denial

The Columbia Housing Authority is not required or obligated to assist applicants who:

A.  Do not meet any one or more of the eligibility criteria;

B.  Do not supply information or documentation required by the     
      application process;

C.  Have failed to respond to a written request for information or a request        to declare their continued interest in the program.

D.  Have a history of not meeting financial obligations, especially rent;

E.  Do not have the ability to maintain (with assistance) their housing in a
      decent and safe condition where such habits could adversely affect
      the health, safety, or welfare of other tenants;

F.  Have a history of criminal activity by any household member involving
     crimes of physical violence against persons or property and any other
     criminal activity including drug-related criminal activity that would
     adversely affect the health, safety, or well being of other tenants or staff
     or cause damage to the property;

G.  Have a history of disturbing neighbors or destruction of property;

H.  Currently owes rent or other amounts to any housing authority in
      connection with their public housing or Section 8 programs;

I.   Have committed fraud, bribery or any other corruption in connection
     with any Federal housing assistance program, including the intentional
     misrepresentation of information related to their housing application or
     benefits derived there from;

J.  Have been involved with or formally charged in drug-related criminal
     activity involving the personal use or possession for personal use
     within three years of the projected date of admission into Section 8
     housing and within five years of the projected date of admission into
     Conventional housing.

K.  Have been involved with or formally charged in drug-related criminal
      activity involving the illegal manufacture, sale, distribution, or
      possession with the intent to manufacture, sell, distribute a controlled
      substance as defined in Section 102 of the Controlled Substances Act,
      21 U.S.C. 802 within five years of the projected date of admission.

L.   Are illegally using a controlled substance or are abusing alcohol in a
      way that may interfere with the health, safety, or right to peaceful
      enjoyment ot the premises by other residents. The Columbia Housing
      Authority may waive this requirement if:

      1. The person demonstrates to the Columbia Housing Authority's
          satisfaction that the person is no longer engaging in drug-related
          criminal activity or abuse of alcohol;
      2. Has successfully completed a supervised drug or alcohol
          rehabilitation program;
      3. Has otherwise been rehabilitated with the documentation of a CHA
          recognized program; or
      4. Is participating in a supervised drug or alcohol rehabilitation
          program.

M.  Have engaged in or threatened abusive or violent behavior towards
      any Columbia Housing Authority staff or residents;

N.  Have a household member who has been evicted from public housing
      within the last five years;

O.  Have a family household who has been terminated under the
      certificate or voucher program;

P.  Are under the age of 18, unless so orded by a court;

Q.  Denied for Life: If any family member has been convicted of 
      manufacturing or producing any illegal drug in a public housing
      development or in a Section 8 assisted property;

R.  Denied for Life: Has a lifetime registration under a State sex offender
      registration program.

Columbia Housing Authority
The Community Service and Self-Sufficiency Act requirements apply to all adult residents of Public Housing, unless exempt.
Residents affected by this Act are required to perform eight(8) hours community services per month or participate in an 
economic self sufficiency program for 8 hours each month

Please notify your manager if you are affected by this requirement, if you have not already done so.

Penalties are provided for non-compliant residents.
If you meet one exemption, you will not need to perform Community Service nor participate in an economic self-sufficiency program.
Please contact your manager with any questions or concerns regarding the Community Service and Self-Sufficiency Act.
Community Service Exemptions
* Age 62 or older
* Blind or disabled (as defined under 216(i)(1) or 1614 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 416(i)(1);1382) and who certify that because of this
disability they are unable to comply with the service provisions; or primary caretakers of such individuals.
* Engaged in work activities as defined in section 407(d) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 607(d), specified below
1. Unsubsidized employment
2. Subsidized private-sector employment
3. Subsidized public-sector employment
4. Work experience (including work associated with the refurbishing of Publicly assisted housing) if sufficient private-sector employment is
available.
5. On-the-job training
6. Job search and job readiness assistance
7. Community Service programs
8. Vocational educational training (not to exceed 12 months with respect to any individual)
9. Job-skills training directly related to employment
10. Education directly related to employment in the case of a recipient who has not received a high school diploma or an equivalency
11. Satisfactory attendance at secondary school or in a course of study leading to a certificate of a general equivalence, in case of a recipient
who has not completed secondary school or received such a certificate.
12. The provision of childcare services to an individual who is participating in a community service program.

Columbia Housing Authority
The Columbia Housing Authority has changed some of its policies regarding admissions and occupancy in public housing due to the revision of federal law. 

The Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) took effect January 5, 2006.  VAWA gives public housing tenants who are victims to domestic violence, 
dating violence, or stalking some protection in regards to application, selection, and termination of lease; VAWA insures that victims will not lose their 
housing due to criminal acts of violence committed against them. A copy of the VAWA law is available at the Columbia Housing Authority (CHA) central office. 
The law requires that every housing authority notify residents of the law and their rights under the law. 

The law states these key points:

*    An individual cannot be denied access to public housing because he or she has been a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking.
*    A victim cannot be evicted from public housing based on incidents of domestic abuse or criminal activity directly relating to abuse.
*    All information provided by a tenant related to domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking will remain confidential.
*    CHA will honor court orders regarding rights of access or control of the housing property, including civil protection orders issued to protect the victim.
*    CHA has the authority to evict tenants for other causes unrelated to an incident(s) of domestic violence (for example, non-payment of rent).
*    Nothing can stop an eviction if the public housing agency can demonstrate an actual and imminent threat to other tenants or those employed at or providing 
      service to the property if that tenant's tenancy is not terminated.
*    This law does not override any provision of any federal, state, or local law that provides greater protection for the victims of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking.

In order for tenants to receive this protection of the law, they must provide certification as to their status as a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking. 
There are two alternatives in applying for protection under this law:

*    A CHA representative may request that a tenant certify their status by completing a HUD-approved certification form; the form will confirm that the 
      tenant is a victim of domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking by documenting the incident and the perpetrator. After the CHA requests such certification 
      in writing, the tenant will have 14 business days to return the certification. The Executive Director may extend the 14 day deadline at their discretion if the certification is not received.

*    Alternately, the tenant may provide CHA with documentation signed by an employee, agent, or volunteer of a victim service provider, an attorney, or a medical professional, 
      from whom the victim has sought assistance in addressing domestic violence, dating violence, or stalking. The tenant may also show a federal, state, tribal, territorial, 
      or local police report or court record.
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